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New Novel is a Tale of the Outer Banks
(Williamsburg, Va. • April 20, 2009) Cherokee McGhee Publishing is happy to announce the release of Fortune Island by international award-winning author and poet E.M. Schorb.  The novel is a tale of hope, tragedy, and revival set in the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  The release date is May 10, 2009 and the book is available from local bookstores and on-line retailers.
“From the first page of the manuscript,” Publisher Greg Lilly says, “I knew the story would connect with readers.”  The novel begins with Jessie Judas at the top of her professional career, but with the end of her life looming on the horizon. The story traces her birth during the World War II U-boats raids off the Outer Banks to her successful, but emotionally empty, adulthood at the dawn of the new Millennium.

Anthony S. Abbott, author of the Novello Award Winner Leaving Maggie Hope, says “Fortune Island is an exquisite reading adventure. We are hooked from the start by the poignant situation of William Makespeace Thackery McQueen, and are compelled forward both by the remarkable story and by the very human characters whom we love and identify with, not, despite their flaws, but because of their flaws---Bill McQueen himself, the beautiful and mysterious Susannah, and the remarkable Jessie Judas, whose life story is the real centerpiece of this skillfully written book. The setting of the Outer Banks is vividly detailed and contains the best description of Hurricane Hazel I have ever read. And finally there is a wonderfully despicable snake-handling villain, The Rev. Jason Petitt Cogburn, who makes a magnificent foil to the other characters. This is a must read.”

Author E.M. Schorb says the vivid character of Jessie created the plot: “Jessie appeared to me, gangly, skinny, red-haired, imaginative, and quick-witted.”  He needed a setting that invited freedom for Jessie, a small island called Fortune Island.  “Where might I find the right kind of island?  Why right off the coast of the state where I live, North Carolina.  I would add Fortune Island to the Outer Banks chain.”  With the character of Jessie and the isolated location, Schorb brought in other characters. “With only one star in the universe,” he adds, “there can be no time, but with two or more temporal relationships begin, so there must be others on Fortune Island, and the reader will find them there, going about their good or bad business as they will.  In a mystery story, plot is conceived first and characters are created to fit the plot, in Fortune Island the tendencies of the characters create the plot, and the reader will see what becomes of them.  The big moment of the story is when Jessie is in the spotlight.  Everything flows back from that moment, and everything flows forward like the tides of life.”

Fred Chappell, former North Carolina Poet Laureate, calls Fortune Island “a fit companion for the beach umbrella, the front-porch rocking chair, and the mellow bedside lamp.” 

Fortune Island by E.M. Schorb is published by Cherokee McGhee, LLC in Williamsburg, Virginia and is available on May 10, 2009 from local bookstores and on-line retailers like Amazon.com and BN.com.  More information can be found at www.CherokeeMcGhee.com.
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